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Renowned Fado Singer Cristina Branco 
Makes Cleveland Debut at Cleveland Museum of Art 

“Branco is Portugal’s eminent fado chanteuse.” — Time Magazine 

CLEVELAND (Sept. 24, 2002) — Renownedyht/o singer Cristina Branco will make her Cleveland debut at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art Friday, Oct. 18, 2002, as part of its VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts at 7:30 p.m. in 
Gartner Auditorium. Tickets are available for $27 and $23 by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or 
buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org . 

Fado, an urban cafe style of music that parallels the original tango, started in mid- 19th-century bars and 
brothels and became an integral part of Portugal’s musical landscape throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. Its 
sensuous and melancholy songs often include themes of longing, nostalgia and loss. Rarely taught in Portuguese 
conservatories,yaifo is instead learned and passed on in the informal surroundings of living rooms and barroom 
stages. Following Portugal’s 1974 revolution, which ended nearly 50 years of fascist r\x\t,fado proponents 
struggled to overcome the perception that their art’s long tradition associated them with reactionary political 
positions. Cristina Branco is among a new generation of fado singers who have played a prominent role in 
reclaiming as a populist musical tradition. 

Accompanying Branco for this performance will be Cust6dio Castelo (Portuguese guitar), chief composer 
of Branco’s songs, plus Alexandre Silva (guitar), Fernando Maia (bass guitar) and Miguel Carvalhinho (classical 
guitar). 

Branco has made five recordings, including Carpo Illuminado (Universal, 2002) and the award-winning 
Post Scriptum (L’empreinte digitale, 2001) Q.nd.Murmunos (L’empreinte digitale, 2000). She has performed 
throughout Europe, including in such major festivals and venues as the Edinburgh Festival in Scotland and the 
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam. 

Indian Music Featured in Upcoming Concert 

The Bauls of India will have their U.S. premiere at the Cleveland Museum of Art Friday, Nov. 1, 2002, at 
7:30 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. Tickets are available for $27 and $23 by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA- 
0033 or buying online at www.CIevelandArt.org . 

Bauls are seekers of divine love who pursue the divine presence through an eight-centuries-old tradition of 
ecstatic singing and dancing. They stroll, prance, turn and dance while singing deceptively simple songs about the 
wisdom and compassion of ancient Hindu and Sufi saints. 


(more ...) 
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The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! is 
provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org . 
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